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TFWA World Exhibition Preview
Russ adds to peepers and satisfies baby need
Peepers have proved to be one of Russ Berrie’s most successful product lines. These quirky plush animals with oversized heads and giant eyes are a firm favourite in travel retail and continue to gain new listings internationally. At TFWA World Exhibition this year (Blue Village D3) several new Peepers characters are being added to the portfolio.
Best sellers in the dog and cat collections are being added to with a Pug, Dalmation and Sharpei plus Black & White and Siamese. Brand new is a range of three Peepers dragons in green (Blaze), blue (Scorch) and pink (flame) which come in medium and small sizes at £9.99 and £4.99 respectively. The green version has been listed by Thomas Cook Airlines.

New individual characters include a mouse, donkey, gibbon and tree frog, all in medium and small sizes. The tree frog also comes in a jumbo version. 

While Peepers are very popular with young children, Russ has felt there is insufficient choice in travel retail for babies and toddlers. Their extended Baby line includes a super new Bright Beginnings activity range of dressed domestic and farm animals complete with zips, buttons, bows and ties that youngsters can play and learn with.  The collection includes a dog, cat, cow, pig, giraffe and elephant. ‘We have been offering two activity dolls – Mary Jo and Billy – for some while now and they have always sold really well,’ says Russ duty free director Paul Widdop. ‘This extended range broadens the choice and offers exceptional play value for very young children. Retailing at £8.99, we’re confident the range will sell exceptionally well.’
Also new are Baby Giggle balls, soft round plush animals including a chick, pig, dog and cat with inbuilt giggling sound chips. Retailing at just £4.99, these are great impulse buy items.  Soft plush vehicles – plane, train, car and boat – are also joining the selection.
Peepers and the baby range are just part of an extensive range of plush and gifts from Russ Berrie which will be featured in Cannes, along with the new Sea Pals and Anamalz collections. A special inflight section will highlight products suitable for airlines, while popular bears such as Wilson and Tyler will be modelling various outfits to demonstrate the company’s flexibility for bespoke and souvenir offers. 
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