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TFWA World Exhibition Preview

Russ offers much extended range with Encore hard goods
This year’s TFWA World Exhibition sees a much extended range of gift items and plush from Russ Berrie (Blue Village, D4). 

Now part of The Encore Group, the Russ offer has grown to include a complete range of ‘Sublimation’ licensed and custom-printed hard-good gifts – high quality imagery on plates, mugs and assorted tableware  Licenses extended to travel retail include Harley Davidson and John Deere; further licenses are hoped to be added soon. Custom printing means that Russ can also offer retailers a fantastic Souvenir or Destination program for their outlets – either local or regionally based – with low print runs available.
The plush range also continues to grow and the incredible variety of product on offer can be seen at a glance on Russ Berrie’s ‘themed’ stand this year, divided into ‘Sea’, ‘Jungle’, ‘Desert’ and ‘Arctic’ areas. In addition, Russ will also be focusing on the manufacturing process that goes into every plush item. This will include a production video with testing equipment on the stand to show how detailed the process is of manufacturing Russ product.
New lines include additions to the highly popular Lil Peepers collection, including some new styles of cats, dogs, sea life and various other animals along with various assortments of keyrings.  The Sandy Camel Collection, which includes four sizes of plush, a sandstorm, phone charms and fridge magnets also joins the Cannes line-up, along with a new collection of soft bean bag items called Luvvies. The collection includes assortments of cats, dogs, farm and jungle animals. 
Says director duty free, Paul Widdop. “This is the first showing at a travel retail exhibition for Russ Berrie since the acquisition by The Encore Group, and we are confident that buyers will be pleasantly surprised at the improved strength of offer. Encore has given us a fabulous additional range of hard-good gift products offering quality that is second to none  - but much of which has not been available to international travel retail markets until now. Combined with the Russ expertise in plush products and our international reach, we are now a force to be reckoned with.’  

Stand contact is director duty free sales Paul Widdop.
NOTES TO EDITORS: WHAT IS SUBLIMATION?   

Sublimation is a printing process that allows photo-real images to be reproduced faithfully onto specially treated ceramic substances.  The dual glaze process on our black mugs allows for the colours to remain true and vibrant even on a dark substrate. With sublimation being carried out in our American warehouse we are able to offer small print runs or for more diverse projects our Thailand factory can offer beading, glitter, halftones and spinner mugs.
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