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Russ bears all for travel retail
Russ Berrie is introducing a new Traveller Bear that will be exclusive to travel retail and which is ideal for inflight, ferry and retail store sales. The 9in bear is dressed in casual ‘travel gear’ including a grey fleece, grey chinos with camouflage pockets, and a satchel bag. 

Carrying a suggested retail price of £10, the Traveller Bear is the first in a series that will also include different travel inspired outfits such as flying, sailing, climbing, etc.

‘It’s a simple idea but one which has already been met with great enthusiasm,’ says Russ director duty-free sales Paul Widdop. ‘The Traveller Bear is a concept that can be easily customised to meet individual needs and requirements and, taking travel as a general theme, offers masses of potential for different outfits.’

An example of Russ’s ability to customise for customers is the new limited edition T5 Builder Bear designed for British Airways and now selling successfully onboard at £10. Dressed in builder’s togs, complete with hard hat, reflective waistcoat and black boots, the bear has the BA logo on his hat and boot, while the back of the jacket is printed with British Airways.
 Additionally, Russ is introducing an updated range of traditional look Platinum Bears in two sizes 12” and a Junior 9”. Designed more as collectors’ items than toys, these jointed rigid bears recreate the mohair style look of the past. There are seven to collect in both sizes; all are named and have sewn in paw buttons. They retail at £24.99 and £9.99 Respectively.

Paul Widdop continues. “Russ Berrie now offers travel retail buyers the widest selection of soft plush and rigid bears, ranging from the cute and cuddly to traditional look lines that appeal as much to adults as children. A mainstay of our business, the flexibility of our offer means that retailers are able to choose from core lines which we are then able to customise as well as travel retail exclusives.” 
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