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TFWA Asia Pacific News
Pinnacle extends line for travel retail with

Sparkling Ice Apple Wine 

Domaine Pinnacle’s highly acclaimed, award-winning Summit Selection Ice Apple Wine has been extended with new Sparkling version that will be introduced at TFWA Asia Pacific via exclusive distributor Camus (stand H1).
Made from an exclusive blend of six different types of apple, Pinnacle Sparkling Ice Apple Wine is quite unique – ideal for celebrating, entertaining or simply enjoying.  Presented in upscale, tube gift packaging, in a 37.5cl bottle, this award winning Canadian product sits perfectly alongside Pinnacle’s existing Ice Apple Wine offer.  

Sparkling Ice Apple Wine is not to be confused with the grape variety. Completely unique, this all-natural product is made from frozen apples and can be drunk on its own or paired with a wide range of foods. Over 80 apples are used per 37.5cl bottle, resulting in a complex and intense sweet apple flavour with an excellent balancing acidity. Full and round in the mouth, its fine bubbles create a light, airy character.

The quality metal gift tube is in blue and silver, with raised bubbles for a sophisticated, upscale look, feel and perceived value.  Attractive on the shelf, the packaging has the added advantage of offering protection to the precious liquid inside. 

Pinnacle’s existing Summit Selection has been quietly building distribution in travel retail via Camus with sales in 2008 expected to show double digit growth over last year. The product is now widely available in Asia Pacific with listings at most major airports including Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, Taipei, Bangkok, Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore, Japan and Korea. The brand is also listed at Moscow through Aer Rianta and major inroads have been made into Europe with distribution in the UK (Alpha Retail) , France (Duty Free Associates), Ireland (Aer Rianta) and  Germany (Heinemann). In the US, the brand is now listed with DFS Hawaii and International Shoppes. 
Domaine Pinnacle president Charles Crawford is confident that the new Pinnacle Sparkling Ice Apple Wine will create further impetus for the brand. “Summit Selection Ice Apple Wine has performed extremely well in travel retail over the past year and the Sparkling version is a natural extension, meeting the consumer’s requirement for fresh, new products that are ideal as gifts or for self purchase. Commanding a premium price, thanks to its superior packaging and taste; Pinnacle Sparkling Ice Apple Wine offers retailers solid margins; and has the support of industry specialist Camus behind it.”
Camus president Cyril Camus adds: “Pinnacle Ice Apple Wine has already proved an excellent fit within our portfolio; a superb quality alternative aperitif or dessert wine which is growing in popularity with our international customer base. The new Sparkling version is a perfect addition to the offer and we are delighted to introduce it to the travel retail market at Singapore this May.”

Trade Enquiries: Charles Crawford, Domaine Pinnacle. Tel: (1) 450 263 5835. Fax: (1) 450 263 6540. Email: charles@domainepinnacle.com 

Press Enquiries: Rowena Holland, Essential Communications. Tel: (44) (0) 1883 622748. Fax: (44) (0) 1883 626219. Email: row@essentialcommunications.org 
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Domaine Pinnacle

Background notes

Founded in 2000, Domaine Pinnacle is a 430 acre family run estate on the southern slopes of Pinnacle Mountain in Québec, Canada. 

Dedicated to creating the highest quality Ice Apple Wine (known in Canada as Ice Cider) all products are hand-crafted entirely on the estate. Located on the 45th parallel, the same latitude as the world's renowned wine-growing regions, the south-facing apple orchards benefit from nearly ideal growing conditions. These growing conditions combined with the intensely cold winter conditions create a unique combination that makes the creation of Ice Apple Wine possible! 
Domaine Pinnacle, the world’s leading producer of Ice Apple wine, is owned and operated by Susan and Charles Crawford, urban refugees, who now make the estate the full-time home for their family.  
Domaine Pinnacle Sparkling Ice Apple Wine

This new and unique product is made from a blend of six different frozen apple varieties, with over 80 in each 37.5cl bottle. The result is a bright, clear liquid, golden in colour with amber and orange highlights and fine/ delicate bubbles (or something else to refer to the fact that the product is sparkling). Rich and intense in flavor, it should be served well chilled in a fluted glass. It is ideal as a pre-dinner aperitif, with sushi and spicy dishes, with desserts, or as a celebration drink.

Recognised Quality

Pinnacle products have been awarded 28 gold medals since 2004. These include awards from major international wine competitions such as the Pacific Rim International Wine Competition, the Long Beach Grand Cru, and The Dallas Morning News Wine Competition. 

The new Pinnacle Sparkling Ice Apple Wine was awarded ‘Double Gold/Best Fruit Wine of the Year’ in the 2007 All Canadian Wine Championships, the Grand Gold Cup at last year’s Coup des Nations – Quebec competition, and a gold medal at the 2007 American Wine Society Commercial Wine Competition.
