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BALVENIE MALTMASTER RELEASES NEW RARE AND UNREPEATABLE 40 YEAR OLD SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY
         The Balvenie Forty will be available at exclusive travel retail outlets

David Stewart, The Balvenie Malt Master, has crafted a new expression, an incredibly rare 40 year old single malt Scotch whisky, aged in sherry casks and refill hogsheads. A batch of only 150, hand numbered bottles of The Balvenie Forty will be available at exclusive travel retail outlets in the world’s leading airports, from July 2010.

Understanding the unique combination of human craft and natural alchemy, David Stewart carefully experimented with small samples of The Balvenie single malt from some of our rarest casks. He finally decided on a number of whiskies that have been maturing in our warehouses since his early days at the distillery, over forty years ago.  Using small amounts of The Balvenie from just seven hand selected casks, David Stewart has created an exquisitely rich and wonderfully complex 40 year old single malt. 
Each bottle is hand numbered and presented in a bespoke wooden box, handmade in oak by Scottish craftsmen Sam Chinnery and hand-engraved by Sam’s father.  

David Stewart said: “The Balvenie’s enduring commitment to quality and craftsmanship ensured any casks with the potential to mature beautifully for many decades are allowed to continue doing so. This has also meant we’re fortunate enough to have some highly aged casks at The Balvenie Distillery which we’re proud to be able to offer to single malt enthusiasts the world over. The rich flavour and unique characteristics of The Balvenie Forty are the result of this careful preparation and craftsmanship.”
The Balvenie Forty will be available worldwide, in exclusive travel retail outlets from July 2010 at a global RRP of £2,500.
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Notes to editors

· The Balvenie is a unique range of single malts created by David Stewart, The Balvenie Malt Master.  Each has a very individual taste, but each is rich, luxuriously smooth and underpinned by the distinctively honeyed character of The Balvenie.
· Produced in Speyside in the Scottish Highlands, the exceptional quality of The Balvenie Single Malt is due to the fact that The Balvenie Distillery retains and nurtures a high level of craftsmanship that other malt whisky producers no longer employ: nowhere else will you find a distillery that still grows its own barley, still malts in its own traditional floor maltings, still employs coopers to tend all the casks and a coppersmith to maintain the stills.
· Born in Ayr on the west coast of Scotland in 1945, David Stewart joined William Grant & Sons in 1962, the year before Single Malt Scotch Whisky was first officially exported to England. He was appointed the distiller’s Malt Master in 1974 and his renowned ability to identify the finest casks of whisky for maturation has helped William Grant & Sons earn the of Distiller of the Year accolade an unprecedented six times (2007, 2006, 2005, 2001, 2000 and 1999).  

· The Balvenie Single Malt Scotch Whisky is produced by William Grant & Sons Ltd, an award-winning independent family-owned distiller founded by William Grant in 1886 and today run by his direct descendants.  
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