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NEWS RELEASE – EMBARGOED FOR PUBLICATION BEFORE JANUARY 2009
Balvenie Distillery releases travel retail exclusive: 
The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old Single Malt Scotch Whisky

The Balvenie Distillery has released an intense new non chill-filtered single malt whisky, The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old, exclusively in travel retail.

This very special single malt will be available in travel retail worldwide from February 2009, carrying a recommended retail price of £40.

Says Global Travel Retail Director, Rita Greenwood: “We’re very proud of this travel retail exclusive, which will offer malt whisky enthusiasts a very special new taste and will perfectly complement our award-winning range of The Balvenie Single Malt Scotch whiskies in travel retail.” 

Crafted by David Stewart, The Balvenie Malt Master, The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old was matured first in traditional oak whisky casks before spending a final period of maturation in casks previously containing golden Caribbean rum.  He comments: “The result of this unusual finishing period in rum cask has created an interesting new Balvenie expression with a fruity sweetness and subtle spice that I hope malt whisky enthusiasts will enjoy.”
Greenwood has high hopes for The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old, first shown to travel retail buyers at TFWA World Exhibition 08. “The reception was 100% positive throughout the week,” she says. “Despite economic uncertainty, the industry clearly continues to believe that the future lies in offering travellers something special and this exclusive from The Balvenie Distillery is a real treat for the malt enthusiast”

Presented in the traditional Balvenie tube, with an ABV of 47.5%, the introduction of The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old Single Malt Scotch Whisky will be supported by experiential promotions and tastings in airports.
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Notes to editors

· The Balvenie GoldenCask 14 Year Old tasting notes: Characterised by fruity sweetness and subtle spice, Chocolate, orange and vanilla build into a dry, oaky finish.
· The Balvenie is a unique range of single malts created by David Stewart, the Balvenie Malt Master.  Each has a very individual taste, but each is rich, luxuriously smooth and underpinned by the distinctively honeyed character of The Balvenie.
· Produced in Speyside in the Scottish Highlands, the exceptional quality of The Balvenie Single Malt is due to the fact that The Balvenie Distillery retains and nurtures a high level of craftsmanship that other malt whisky producers no longer employ: nowhere else will you find a distillery that still grows its own barley, still malts in its own traditional floor maltings, still employs coopers to tend all the casks and a coppersmith to maintain the stills.

The Balvenie is produced by William Grant & Sons Ltd, an award-winning family-owned distiller founded by William Grant in 1886 and today still controlled by the fifth generation of his family.  The Company distils some of the world’s leading brands of Scotch whisky, including the world’s favourite single malt Glenfiddich, the handcrafted range of The Balvenie single malts and the world’s no. 4 blended Scotch, Grant’s, as well as selected other spirits, including Hendrick’s  Gin.Visit www.williamgrant.com for more information on the Company and its brands

Trade enquiries: Ian Taylor, William Grant & Sons.  . Tel: +44 (0) 20 8334 1258. Fax: +44 (0) 20 8332 1695.  E-mail Ian.Taylor@wgrant.com 

Press enquiries: Rowena Holland, Essential Communications. Tel: +44 (0) 1883 622748. Fax: +44 (0) 1883 626219. Mobile: +44 (0) 7710 219784. 
Email: row@essentialcommunications.org
December 2008
PAGE  
1
[image: image2.jpg]www.thebalvenie.com





