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Harding Brothers announces


major new Retail Contracts





Harding Brothers is delighted to announce three significant new retail contracts with Royal Caribbean Cruises.





The first is for two ships under a new brand, Azamara Cruises, that was launched on May 4 by Celebrity Cruises. The Azamara Journey entered service May 5, and Amazara Quest will enter service in October. Both ships fall into the "deluxe" category of cruising, with Azamara’s distinguishing factors including butler service and concierge-style amenities in every stateroom and suite, personalized service, a dining experience rivalling the best on land, and truly exotic destinations that only smaller ships like these can reach.





The second and main contract is the new Solstice-class ships being built for Celebrity. These three ships are large, accommodating 2,850 guests each, the first of which will enter service in October 2008. The Solstice-class ships are the first new builds for the Celebrity brand since 2002, and will go a long way in further expanding the brand. “The onboard shopping facilities are a real departure from the typical cruise ship design, so Celebrity was looking for an operator that genuinely recognises the difference in cruise brands and is flexible enough to work up an exciting and unique retail offering,” said Harding Brothers chief executive Neil Harding


.


The company has also been awarded the retail contract for Royal Caribbean International’s third Freedom-class ship, Independence of the Seas, which will accommodate approximately 3,630 guests, double occupancy. Independence will start operation in May 2008 out of Southampton and will share the title of the world’s largest cruise ship with sister ships Freedom of the Seas and recently-launched Liberty of the Seas. 





Royal Caribbean’s Freedom-class cruise ships are renowned for offering guests some of the world’s most innovative onboard amenities, such as the FlowRider surf simulator, the H20 Zone water park, boxing ring, and more.





Neil Harding emphasised: “These breakthroughs are obviously extremely important for us, but clearly our commitment to all of our existing customers is unchanged and we have a lot of hard work that lies ahead to execute on all of the business that has come our way.”





Managing Director Harold Gittlemon added “With this business added to our Oceania Cruises three ship contract that starts in July Harding Brothers will double in size over the next three years. We will have to invest in people, systems and premises. We are also looking at the possibility of having some US based employees too.”





New Partners for Harding Spa Division


In a further development, Harding Spa Division has recently agreed a partnership with Multitrax to help develop its Spa Division. Multitrax is a spa oriented business whose principals have strong maritime credentials. The company will assist Harding Brothers to evolve its on board offer as well as attracting and training staff. One of the principals, Darryl Preston, has become the Managing Director of the Spa Division. As a result, the Spa Division is being rebranded as The Onboard Spa Company. Harding 





Brothers will continue to own the business, and is confident that it will grow strongly as a result of this tie up.
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