[image: image1.png]WILLIAM GRANT&SONS




William Grant launches rare and exclusive Glenfiddich 50 Year Old

William Grant & Sons has unveiled the Glenfiddich 50 year old - one of the most rare and expensive single malt whiskies ever to be released.

Carrying a price tag of £10,000/€11,000/US$15,000 a bottle, just 50 bottles will be released a year for the next 10 years, from a stock of 500 bottles.

Ten of the first 50 bottles will be sold through travel retail outlets; with the first going on sale at Paris Charles de Gaulle on September 1. The remainder will be available in selected domestic and travel retail markets from November 1, 2009.

The Glenfiddich 50 Year Old is 46.1% ABV and each bottle is presented in a special case which includes a leather bound book detailing the whisky’s history plus pages to record personal tasting notes for each occasion during which the whisky is enjoyed. The taste is initially sweet with  zesty orange marmalade and vanilla toffee, flowing  through a variety of senses: aromatic herbs, floral and soft fruits, silky oak tannin and hints of gentle smoke. The finish is long with a touch of dry oak and trace of peat.
Peter Gordon, the current chairman and fifth generation descendent of William Grant said: “At Glenfiddich, nothing is more important than producing the world’s best whisky. Our independence enables us to do things differently and focus on the liquid above all else, a sentiment embodied in the flawless quality of this single malt. 

“We’re happy to wait as long as we need to - up to fifty years in this instance - to produce the perfect whisky. 
“We have consistently planned ahead and have more aged stock than any other distillery. Our whisky spends years being carefully matured in our warehouses, with each additional year imparting light and elegant notes to the liquid.” 
Trade enquiries: Ian Taylor, William Grant & Sons. Tel: +44 (0) 20 8334 1258. Fax: +44 (0) 20 8332 1695.     Email Ian.Taylor@wgrant.com 

Press enquiries: Rowena Holland, Essential Communications. Tel: +44 (0) 1883 622748. Fax: +44 (0) 1883 626219. Mobile: +44 (0) 7710 219784. Email: row@essentialcommunications.org
August 2009
Notes to Editors

· William Grant & Sons is an independent family-owned distiller founded by William Grant in 1886 and today still controlled by the fifth generation of his family.  The Company distils some of the world’s leading brands of Scotch whisky, including the world’s favourite single malt Glenfiddich®, the handcrafted range of The Balvenie® single malts and one of the world’s no. 4 blended Scotch, Grant’s®, as well as selected other spirits, including Hendrick’s® Gin, voted the ‘World’s Best Gin’ by the Wall Street Journal.

· Visit www.williamgrant.com for more information on the Company and its brands
